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You are inspiring the success of future
University of Saskatchewan Engineers. 

Your generous support of the 
Engineering Advancement Trust provides

enhanced learning opportunities for students,
empowering their personal and 

professional achievements.  
 

Thank you for giving back to prepare these
students to become the engineers our

communities and our world needs.



As a valued supporter, I hope you enjoy reading the highlights of our
teamwork this year in the pursuit of excellence at our college. 

As you review the accomplishments, I invite you to reflect on the
specific references of contributions of time, expertise or financial
support from alumni across decades to the students of today.  This
year we  honoured alumni who graduated as far back as the 1940’s
for their work in supporting the EAT during its foundational time. This
united front of alumni working as a team to support the college for
decades is genuinely appreciated. On behalf of the EAT, THANK YOU. 

We are working hard to continuing to support quality education and
engagements for the next generation of alumni.  Your support is
critical to this continued success! In closing, I wish to highlight our
effective partnership with Dean Kresta and thank the many alumni
and students who serve our college through volunteerism.    

I am grateful that you continue our strong alumni tradition of giving
back, providing students with tools that inspire curiosity and success.
  
This incredible support is allowing us to implement transformative
ways of teaching and learning through a "Re-Engineered" first-year
program,  a long-acknowledged pain point in the engineering student
experience. We are humbled and excited to have this opportunity and
cannot wait to witness the impacts of enhanced supports and learning
outcomes of students within this ground-breaking innovation. 

You are helping  to provide our students with the very best
opportunities and support they need to become excellent engineers
and leaders, in their workplaces and beyond. 
 
Thank you for helping to ensure their success and the continued
strength of the profession.

MESSAGE FROM 
BOARD CHAIR

DEAN'S MESSAGE

Myron Stadnyk

Dr. Suzanne Kresta

BE 1985, Mechanical



In over 30 years, hundreds of
contributing alumni have donated over
$3.5 million to ensure the college
provides innovative and up-to-date
programming and facilities for
students.

Throughout the College of Engineering,
red footprints provide a tour of
equipment used by students today,
purchased with gifts made to the EAT.
The footprints represent the steps that
alumni like you are taking to improve
the future of engineering education
and offer a path for our students to
follow to become exceptional USask
alumni and engineers.

Thanks to your dedication and
generosity, thousands of students are
impacted and can continue to better
our community – locally and globally.
You are helping to create engineers
the world needs.

In 1978, the College of Engineering's
Dean Peter Nikiforuk launched the
first Canada-wide fundraising drive
to ensure the newly renovated
college was equipped with industry-
ready equipment and technology for
future students. 

Many alumni recall Dean Nikiforuk
visiting their graduating classes
urging them to continue the
tradition of giving back. 

Graduates answered the call and the
movement that created the
Engineering Advancement Trust
(EAT) was born. 

Following the great success of this
fundraising drive, the graduating
class of 1982 launched their own
campaign. By 1986, the fund had
officially evolved into the
Engineering Advancement Trust.

ENGINEERING
ADVANCEMENT
TRUST

How alumni created the



100% OF EAT  
I NDI V I DUAL  DONORS  
ARE  USASK ALUMNI

$208,615.98

Donors include alumni
from the classes of 

ENGINEERING DONORS
BY DISCIPLINE

AGRI CULTURE
C I V I L
CHEMI CAL
ELECTR I CAL
ENV I RONMENTAL
GEOLOGI CAL
MECHANI CAL
MI N I NG
PETROLEUM

6%
16%
14%
13%
2%
10%
37%
1%
1%

YOUR GIFTS :

IN  DONATIONS IN  2019-2020
FROM 407  DONORS

EAT  DONORS
90%  I ND I V I DUAL
10%  ORGANI ZAT I ON

CONGRATULATIONS
1958  &  1970  GRADS
HAVE  THE  GREATEST

PART I C I PAT I ON RATES
AMONG GRADUAT I NG

CLASSES !

1949 - 2018
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Many alumni recall their welcome on the first day of their first year. 

 

Since then, the engineering curriculum hasn’t gotten any easier. As new
innovations diversified the profession, course loads actually got heavier.
This problem needed to be solved so that students could succeed.  
 
The College of Engineering began to ask, “if we had a blank slate – how
would we design an ideal first year program?”

Alumni have long shared that they got through engineering, not because of
their strong grades, but because of their strong relationships with peers. It
made us think of a new first-year welcome.
 
 

Your gifts to the Engineering Advancement Trust are helping to provide
this new welcome and a whole new first year experience for students.  

Thanks to your support, the University of Saskatchewan’s College of
Engineering is positioned to launch a transformative innovation, the most
effective first year engineering curriculum in Canada, in Fall of 2021.
 
This  Re-Engineered first year program will excite, engage and inspire
the students, and will prepare them for the challenges to come in later
years and their future careers. 

We know that not all students enter engineering with the same state of
preparedness, progress through the material at the same speed or with the
same degree of success.   Rallied by generous support of alumni, the new Re-
engineered first year program addresses these challenges to meet the diverse
needs of students, empowering them to begin building their dreams. 

  F i r s t  Y e a r
R E - E N G I N E E R E D

“Look to your left,  look to your right.
Only one of you will be here by the next year."

“Look to your left, look to your right. 
These are the people who will help you 

earn your engineering degree.”
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RE-ENGINEERED FIRST YEAR? 
What is different about a

With more collaborative and experiential learning,  students are
empowered to succeed in their first year and lay a solid foundation for
their academic, professional and personal lives.  Here are just a handful
of improvements that a Re-Engineered first year will offer.

Offers an academic and social tool kit for success in engineering,
focusing on self-assessment, time management, study skills,
support services available and cultivating a growth mind-set.

Better prepares students to transition to their major by providing
deeper insights into the breadth of engineering professions

Integration of business content with a focused awareness on
entrepreneurship and how this can relate with design
Introducing the importance of respect, diversity and inclusivity,
with a focus on integrating Indigenous culture into curriculum

Ensuring proficiency in one programming language, solid design
and CAD skills and basic project management skills 
Training in WHMIS and an understanding of engineer’s
professional obligations for health and safety

Summer Top Ups available to prepare for the fall term, and end of
day study sessions for those for students who need extra help  
Over 50% of incoming first years chose to use Summer Top Up
materials in this years summer pilot 

Introduces courses with integrated labs in chemistry, geology,
biology and physics to compare fields to engineering disciplines 
These courses will use a single case study as a common theme, as
an opportunity to learn through several lens in a multi-faced way 

Smoother Transition into Engineering

Deeper Introduction to the Engineering Disciplines

Multi-Disciplinary Learning

        
Enhances Employability after First Year 

Inspiring Success with Refocused Academic Supports

New Natural Sciences Courses and Labs



This support will enable formative
experiences for students to engage with
alumni through a shared interest in an
educational or professional topic.

“We hope to have engagements facilitated
by alumni and students who can select
opportunities of greatest value and
interest. Fields trips, industry tours, safety
and ethics, preparing students to enter the
workforce – these are all ideas that have
circulated. We are very excited to have this
opportunity thanks to  the EAT” says
Richelle Kenn, Development Officer in the
College of Engineering. 
 
The engagements will aim to broadly
engage all students at no personal cost.
Five events - one for each year of the
undergraduate program and the
Engineering Graduate Community Council
will provide formative experiences through
the EAT. 
 
While COVID19 has disrupted plans for Fall
2020, this didn’t stop the Engineering
Advancement Trust from welcoming the
Class of 2020 to the alumni family. A
special gift was sent to each graduate- a
custom book filled with messages of
congratulations and future advice from
alumni, marking the special occasion at this
unique and challenging time.

Students who walk in the College of
Engineering, unknowingly follow in the
footsteps of many great alumni before them. 

Donors like you have played a silent and
significant role in shaping their education.
From the building itself, to updated labs,
current programming or student supports –
the generosity of alumni impacts every
student in the College of Engineering.  
 
It’s a legacy that has persisted for decades, a
cycle of receiving with appreciation to giving
with gratitude – one that the Engineering
Advancement Trust is invested in continuing. 
 
To do so, the EAT has approved spending to
engage directly with students to to forge an
early bond with the alumni community,
reinforce a culture of gratitude within the
student experience, and help to ensure the
continued legacy of the Engineering
Advancement Trust.
 
"Connections I made as a student to alumni
provided me a career cornerstone" shares
Blair Hockey, EAT Trustee and fundraising
committee chair.  "Now as an alumnus, the
continuous renewal of these  connections
keeps me engaged with the industry leaders
of tomorrow."

CREATING STUDENT-TO-
ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

EAT BUILDS COMMUNITY WITH THE 
NEXT GENERATION OF ALUMNI



As the Engineering Advancement Trust
looks forward, we often look back and
reflect on the successes of our
predecessors who created the strong
foundation upon which we build. 
 
Several alumni played an integral role
in establishing strong connections
between USask Engineers and the
College that have enabled continued
support of the Engineering
Advancement Trust.  
 
After witnessing 30 years of
exponential impact of these early
efforts, trustees wanted to recognize
the pivotal pioneers of this community
through an Engineering Advancement
Trust Alumni Service Award. 
 
The Engineering Advancement Trust
Alumni Service Award recognizes the
invaluable contributions of those
whose dedication and passions have
enabled our alumni community,
students and College to flourish.  

EAT ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD
Introducing the

In the inaugural year, we are proud to
recognize four individuals with this award.

Art Dumont (BE 1967, ME) - Art earned a
reputation as one of the U of S’ most influential
fundraisers and ambassadors in Alberta. His service
to the College began in 1991, when he helped to
establish the Calgary Engineer’s fundraising group
and also served as an EAT trustee for over 20 years.
Many alumni recall Art bringing them under his wing
as recent graduates - providing mentorship and a
network early on their journey.   Sadly, Art Dumont
recently passed away, leaving behind an indelible
legacy with our community. 

BJ Seaman (BE 1945, ME) - BJ has always been a
great friend to the College and supported Dean Nik’s
first ever fundraising equipment campaign on the
inaugural EAT board of trustees in 1986. He served
on this board for over 25 years, until 2010. His
personal commitment and passion to supporting the
USask Engineering alumni and student community
has created a tremendous impact.  
 
Al Schreiner (BE 1963, ME) - Al’s service to the
college has spanned over decades, from chairing the
first Calgary Golf Tournament in 1991, to recently
becoming the EAT’s first lifetime honorary trustee. 
His many contributions over the years to our
volunteer, alumni and student community have truly
been invaluable. 

Dean Nikiforuk  (Dean 1974-1996) - Dean Nik
inspired graduates to continue the legacy of giving
back as alumni, setting the movement in motion to
what would become the EAT.   Without a doubt, our
alumni community would not have the strength or
cohesion that we enjoy today without his leadership.

Recognizing the invaluable contributions of alumni
whose volunteerism, dedication and passion have
sustained the strength of our alumni community



Recogniz ing  our  Community  Bui lders
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The strength of our community is made possible through the
dedication and passion of our alumni volunteers. 

We wish to thank each and every one of you who volunteered to
support our College, alumni or students over the last year.

Engineer ing  Advancement  Trust :
Board  of  Trustees

Myron Stadnyk, Chair - BE 1985, ME
Blair Hockley, Fundraising Committee Chair- BE 1996, ME

Ian Campbell - BE 1980, CE 
Heather Isidoro- BE 2000, GEO
Rod Karius - BE 1976, CE
Lesley McGilp - BE 1999, ME
Bert Munro- BE 1990, CE
Russ Renneberg - BE 1976, CE
Jason Skehar - BE 1994 – ME

Al Schreiner, Honorary Lifetime Trustee- BE 1963, ME

Engineer ing  Advancement  Trust :
Campaign  Volunteers

Nelson Beaulac - BE 2013, CE
Kevin Fieldan - Masters 1997, Civil
Mahdi Kowsari - Masters 2015, Chem
John Niedermaier - BE 1963, AG
Bob Steele - BE 1970, EE
Jean-Simon Veilleux - BE 2019, EE

Alex Campbell - BE 1967, CHE
Ben Gagnon - BE 2019, ME
Kai Li - BE 2014, CE
Dayo Oke - Master 2019, Bio Systems
Bjorn Vors - BE 2017 CE
Brandon Williams - BE 2018, CE

Calgary  A lumni  Chapter

Kyle Dobson (Lead) - BE 2003, ME
John Evans - BE 1999, ME
Jackeline Stewart - BE 1990, ME
Blair Hockley - BE 1996, ME
Chris Haubrich - BE 2005, ME

Kurt Gibb - BE 2001, CE
Josh Cromwell Uy - BE 2018, CHE
Annemarie Dewar - BE 2017, CHE
Ravi Pannu - BE 2016, EE
Sakeena Akhtar - BE 2017, CHE



CONTINUE YOUR LEGACY
 WITH THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME

The College of Engineering is grateful to the many
generous alumni who choose to support the Engineering

Advancement Trust beyond their lifetimes.

These meaningful legacy gifts ensure that specific areas
of personal importance are supported for years to come.
Thank you to each of you who have included us in your

estate plans. Your legacy will continue through our
students, college and the engineering profession. 



CONNECT WITH US
ENGINEERING, EXTERNAL RELATIONS

57 CAMPUS DRIVE, SASKATOON, SK, S7N 5A9 (306) 966-2633

COE.INQUIRIES@USASK.CA
ENGINEERING.USASK.CA

#ENGINEERSTHEWORLDNEEDS


